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12th~14th
NOVEMBER

The finest of music in 
the castles and churches 
of mid-Louth with, in 
residence, the Irish Baroque 
Orchestra and special guests, 
Anne-Marie O’Farrell, 
Deirdre Moynihan, Malachy 
Robinson, Rachel Factor, 
and Marja Gaynor.
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All Aboard!  This year’s Ardee Baroque takes as 
its theme The Grand Tour, that educational (and 
enjoyable) journey through Europe taken by the 
wealthiest young men during the 17th and 18th  
centuries.  Often lasting more than a year, the Grand 
Tour brought the rich but uncultured into contact 
with all that was great in the areas of visual arts,  
literature, music, and general refinement.  The Irish 
Baroque Orchestra, whose Director, Monica 
Hugget, is both well-travelled and highly refined, 
invites us to take a seat as they whisk us from England 
to Italy, Germany, and France in the company of 
some of the finest Baroque composers, including 
Purcell, Lotti, Bach, and Rameau.  This Grand Tour is 
completed over two concerts on Friday and Sunday.  
Single or return tickets are available. 

A one-day excursion to Venice will take place on 
Saturday evening, starting from the Church of 
Ireland in Collon.  Renowned soprano Deirdre 
Moynihan, accompanied by a stellar line-up of 
musicians, will perform a selection of Vivaldi’s 
Cantatas.  This series of songs, among the most 
exciting and engaging of the whole Baroque            
repertoire, will be interspersed with lesser-known 
instrumental works by Veracini and Geminiani.  
All tickets first class!

Geminiani was born in Lucca, studied in Rome 
and travelled to France and the Netherlands before 
paying two long visits to Ireland in the 1730s.  An 
apocryphal story has him meeting the harper     
Carolan at a salon in Dublin, only to find himself 
bested musically by Nobber’s finest.  Apt then that 
harpist and composer Anne-Marie O’Farrell’s 
programme will include works by Handel and 
Bach alongside a suite by Carolan, placing the blind 
harper firmly in the milieu of European Baroque 
composition.  Anne-Marie’s charabanc arrives into 
Smarmore Castle on Saturday afternoon.  Seats are 
limited.

Members of the Irish Baroque Orchestra will 
perform at the Ardee Branch Library on Saturday 
morning, especially for children.  Informal,                
interactive, and in great demand, this always-popular 
musical event is free, but remember – the boat sails at 
11am, so be at the quayside in plenty of time.

L O C A T I O N S

Ardee is the centre of our Grand Tour every year, 
and our lecture, which takes place at Smarmore 
Castle on Sunday afternoon, explores how Ardee 
coped when the Anglo-Normans, on a different 
kind of cultural excursion, arrived here in the late 
twelfth century.  One of Ireland’s most popular 
historians, Professor Seán Duffy, will shine a 
light on the arrival of those warring adventurers 
whose descendants, some five hundred years later, 
embarked on their own Grand Tour.

With the good ship, Irish Baroque Orchestra, 
anchored in Ardee during the week of Ardee 
Baroque, schools, older people and community 
groups have the opportunity to come aboard for 
rehearsals and a programme of outreach work.  We 
extend our thanks to the IBO and all our 
day-tripping musicians and contributors for 
making this voyage a rather special one.

Ardee Baroque is a venture initiated by the Arts 
Office of Louth County Council, with support from 
the Arts Council and Ardee Town Council.  Ardee 
Baroque is supported by a Festival Board, whose 
aim it is to develop and promote the festival on a 
local, national and international level.

MAKE A NIGHT OF IT!
Ardee and Collon are blessed 
with restaurants, offering 
great food, style and value. 
Why not combine a great 
musical performance with a 
great meal at one of these 
restaurants.

SMARMORE
La Cucina 041 685 9955

COLLON
Watters 041 982 6118
The Forge 041 982 6272

ARDEE
Fuschia House 
041 685 8432
Muldoon’s 
041 685 3240
Wau Asian Cuisine 
041 685 8733
Elisa’s 
041 685 8588
The Hillside 
041 687 1047
Ferdia Arms 
041 685 3331
Sorrentos 
041 6858499
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BOOKING FORMP R O G R A M M E

Please complete booking form and send to:

Nicola Irwin, Arts O�ce, Louth County Council
Mid Louth Civic Services Centre, Fair Green, Ardee, Co. Louth, Ireland
T: 087 611 5679  E: nicola.irwin@louthcoco.ie
Tickets can also be purchased at the above address between 9am-5pm, Mon-Fri
A limited number of tickets may also be available at the door for each concert.

Booking Form PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

 NAME

 ADDRESS

 TEL       EMAIL

PAYMENT TYPE
     Bank Draft          Cheque          Credit Card (please complete card details)

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE                           NAME ON CREDIT CARD

*please make cheques payable to Louth County Council

        Student or
Concert    Price x No.  Concess. x No. Total

Irish Baroque Orchestra FRI €20   €15

Ann-Marie O’Farrell SAT  €10

Vivaldi - The Cantatas SAT €15   €10

Irish Baroque Orchestra SUN  €20   €15

Season Ticket   €60   €40

Total for Remittance 

Students: those in full time education Please note that those availing of Student/concession rates
Concession: O.A.P.’s and Unwaged  may be asked to provide proof of eligibility at the door  

P R O G R A M M EP R O G R A M M E

SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER

8PM, CHURCH OF IRELAND, COLLON
Vivaldi - The Cantatas

“Vivaldi - The Cantatas” sees a number of Ireland's 
established Early Music artists coming together to perform 
an exciting body of work. The ensemble includes Deirdre 
Moynihan (soprano), Marja Gaynor (Baroque Violin), 
Rachel Factor (Harpsichord) and Malachy Robinson 
(Viola da Gamba). Four of Vivaldi’s Cantatas for soprano 
will be performed in addition to instrumental works by 
Geminiani and Veracini.

The chamber cantatas of Antonio Vivaldi are full of drama 
and illustrate the most thrilling and engaging elements of 
Baroque repertoire. We know of thirty-seven cantatas in 
existence today. Although the origins of the texts for many 
of the cantatas are largely unknown it is cleat that Vivaldi 
chose texts that showed off his musical talents to their best 
advantage. This program will feature two of his better 
known cantatas “All’ombra di sospetto” and “Lungi dal 
Vago Volto” as well as two rarely heard gems “All’ombra 
d’un bel faggio” and “Allor che lo sguardo. The cantatas are 
conventional in style where the recitatives inform us and 
propel the narratives forward, and the arias expand upon 
the emotional content. The cantata recitatives are 
melodically interesting as he continually uses dramatic 
leaps and chromatically altered intervals to keep the 
listener engaged. The arias contain some beautiful 
examples of the expressive style of both Vivaldi and the 
period. Although the cantata was considered a specialised 
genre that appealed in its own time only to a select 
audience, the appeal of the cantata is certainly growing 
today.

FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER

8PM, ST. MARY’S CHURCH OF IRELAND, ARDEE
Irish Baroque Orchestra

ENGLAND
D Minor concerto grosso - Mudge
Suite in C Major - Baltzar
Abdelazar or The Moor's Revenge - Purcell

ITALY
Overture to L'Ascanio - Lotti
Concerto for two Violins in G minor RV155 - Vivaldi
Concerto for Oboe & Bassoon - Vivaldi

Ticket includes reception in Ardee Castle following the performance.

SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER

11AM, LIBRARY, ARDEE
Meet the Instruments Workshop

Musiciansfrom the Irish Baroque Orchestra play,describe 
and show their period instruments in the Library. All 
welcome, but especially suitable for children aged 5 to 12.

3PM, SMARMORE CASTLE, ARDEE
Harping Bach to Carolan: 
Anne-Marie O’Farrell, Harp 
Programme to include works by J.S. Bach, Handel, 
Thomas and Carolan.

� Please note that this venue is not suitable 
  for those with impaired mobility.

SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER

3PM, SMARMORE CASTLE, ARDEE
‘Ardee and the medieval world’
A lecture given by Seán Duffy, 
Associate Professor of Medieval History. 

This lecture explores how Ardee, a place of myth in early 
medieval Ireland, was plunged into the world of Anglo-
Norman feudalism in the late twelfth century when it was 
conquered by warring adventurers and colonized by farming 
communities from across the Irish Sea, a cultural blending of 
peoples that has left its imprint on the area to this day.

� Please note that this venue is not suitable 
  for those with impaired mobility.

7PM, ST. MARY’S CHURCH OF IRELAND, ARDEE
Irish Baroque Orchestra

GERMANY
Sinfonia from Cantata 146 - Bach
Fechtschule (Fencing School) - Schmelzer
Suite for 2ob, 2hrn, + strings TWV 55:F3 - Telemann

FRANCE
Violin Concerto - Leclair
Suite from Les Paladins - Rameau
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