Media Release

Support for the Arts from Louth Local Authorities

Despite the huge financial difficulties facing the country and individual households, one aspect of community life which remains vibrant is creativity and the arts.  Facing the same cutbacks and difficulties as other sectors, arts activity is still a vital part of community life for thousands of people in Louth, and the importance of a strong arts and cultural sector is recognised by the local authorities in the county.  

One way in which arts activities can be supported is through the provision of funding for groups and individuals, and twice a year the CreateLouth funding opportunities are made available for applications.  There are a number of tailored funding opportunities, which focus on particular areas of activities, such as drama or musical instruments for schools, and there is also a general funding opportunity, the Arts Act Grants, which can be accessed for many and varied arts activities.

One area which has become a significant milestone for many young musicians is the annual auditions for the CreateLouth Music Awards.  The Music Awards represent a major undertaking in the Arts Service calendar and include the appointment of a high-profile adjudicator, and the overseeing of all aspects of the auditions for the awards over several days. The role of the adjudicator is important, as he or she will always offer encouragement and advice to the young musicians.  Many previous winners have gone on to pursue careers with major orchestras and ensembles throughout the world as well as forging solo careers, but the building of a love of music and the personal development which comes about through music education is just as important as any future musical career.  This year, with the establishment of the Louth Music Education Partnership, the importance of strengthening access to music education has been highlighted.  According to Arts Officer, Brian Harten, learning a musical instrument, no matter what that instrument is, is of great benefit to each and every young person.

“Young people, and their parents, often make considerable sacrifices, both in terms of money and time, in learning an instrument, and the CreateLouth Music Awards, can provide a boost, both financially and psychologically, to that process.  We welcome applications from young musicians studying any and all instruments, from a tuba to uillean pipes, as well as those taking vocal tuition.”

The full range of funding opportunities in this round is -
· The Young Music Awards are bursaries designed to assist young musicians from County Louth in all musical genres to fulfil their potential. Candidates must be between the ages of   9 and 20 years of age. A number of awards will be made in this category. 

· The McArdle Award was initiated in 1981, by members of the McArdle Moore family, to further the studies of a successful applicant between 12 and 16 years of age in the area of Classical music. The county-wide award of €1,500 is now funded by Louth Local Authorities. 

· Arts Act Grants is a scheme for financially assisting arts activity across all art forms. This assistance will be given in respect of future arts activity, and the grants are available to both individuals and groups. 
· SMIPS (School Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme)- This award of €1,300 is open to all schools in Co. Louth  and aims to help develop the musical instrument resources of both primary and secondary schools in  the County.

· The Chairman’s / Mayor’s Award – This is allocated at the discretion of the Chairman./Mayor  The award holds a significant prestige and serves to mark an individual’s or group’s long service or outstanding contribution to the cultural life often with little or no personal gain.

· The Drama League of Ireland Summer School Scholarship- This scholarship supports the development and training of individuals in the area of drama.  The Summer School is a week long course in August on the University of Limerick campus and is facilitated by professional theatre practitioners. The bursary covers the fee for tuition, room and board for the successful candidate.
Information, guidelines, and application forms may be downloaded from www.createlouth.ie/funding. All applications must be made in writing, and all applications, irrespective of the address of the applicant within Louth, must be sent to The Arts Office, Dundalk Town Council, Town Hall, Dundalk, County Louth.  042 - 9392950.
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